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D It is the second sexual
harassmernt settlement that
local government has
agreed to in as many

" weeks,

By CHARLES LUSSIER
The Courizr

Two lccal government entities are paying a
total of §125,000 to a foruner public housing
administrator to seftle her elaim that two off
duty Hourna Pelice officers harassed her sex-

nally over a two-year penod.

It i= the second eexnal horassment settle-
ment that lacal government has agreed to in
as many weeks

The losgronning lawsuit, fled in fate July
1997, was settled te.ntamely at a pretial set-
ﬂemt:nt corferente in Senternher of this year
before U.S. Magistrate ]udge Lance Africk.

The deal, howevey, was 05t Snalized until two

weeks ago and court papers seeldng to have it
formally dismissed were filed last week Doug
Sutiseri, Alvs” attorney, said.

(_.heryl Alis, her husdand Michael, and
their {our children will receive $90,000 from
Alvis's former employer, te Hourna Housing

Sepving Tervebonne Parish since 1878

ithority settle

Atthority, - and °~3<f)ﬂﬂ from Terrebonne
Paish govennrent. The Howsing Authority
pars premiums to a New Yorkinsurance com-

-pany and the peish is selfinsured, meaning

ol taxpayer meaey will pay for the parist's
shere directly. Each side will pay its own court
ecouts and gttorney’s foes.

Cheryl Alvis's cousin, FIorence who also
uses Sungeri's New Orleans frm, seftled 11
days ago a separate, unrefated sexual hagss-
ment lawsult aganst Parish Councitman B,
Breawy for 57,500.

Sunse <asd that Cheryl Abds" unshakable
testimany Lhroug‘i five days of trying deposi-

tionz more than apything spurred the sefile

rnent talgs.
“ihe other side realized that she was a very

credible plainti and they did not want {o fake
the chance of 2 judge and jury seeing that”
Sunserd said.

Alvig’ lawsuit alieged violation of federal

clyil dgkts and state laws.

Abis started working at the Housing
Mutheriz in 1985, By the start of 1954, she
had worxed her way up to manager. By the
end of the year, Lt Freddy Williams and later
Capt John Price began o make unwenited
sexual cotments and advaoces, Alvis
claimed. The two were working a private secur
rity detail in Police Department uniforms

Weather

Tonigh: Clear. Lows nesy 40.
Wedretfay; Senry. Highs in the mig-6n
Leratls on pege 24.

when e lawsint alleges, iew angaged in ap
abusive course of contluct against Alis that
ineluded inappropriate statements and jokes
and in at least two instances, unwanted touch-
ing dnd 2 séwual assault
In a written stateinent Assistant Parish
Attorney [ave Notiman distapced the parish
from the allzgations agamst Williros and
Prige, .
“The two officers were working for the
Honma Housing Authority and- not for the
sarish, hut bacause they were weariny the
uniform of the Houma Pelice Department at
the tinie, they were therefare represerting
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the Inlegrity of the department,”
Norman said. “The parish both disci-
plined the two oficers and con-
tributed to the settlement in a sec-
oudary role to the Houma Housing
Authority’s primary position.”

Price has since resigned from the
Police Department, and Williams was
wom lieutenant to a police
usl class. Their attorney,
Michaei Seurto, deckned to comment,
- on the settlement.

1o reach Housing
Authority attorney Susan Clade
Friday and Monday were unsuccess

dems
offic

Altempts

ful.

B Alvis claimed that her complaints to
superiors fell on deaf ears and that the
Housing Authority had no viable sex-
ual harassment policy.

Alma Scotr, who was the assistant
director of the Houma Housing
Authority when Alvis worked there,
said her agency, a branch of the U.S.
Department of Housing and Urban
Developiment, had a sexual harass-
ment policy in place before the law-
suit, but has made changes as a result
of the litigation.

Alvis js glad to have this behind her,
Sunseri said.

“If we went to trial we could have
gotten more money, but Cheryl Alvis |
didn’t want to go through the night
mare again,” he said.

Like most court settlements, nei-
ther side is admitting to any habﬂlty
or blame. But Sunseri said that’s OK; |
dctions speak louder than words.

“I would rather people not apclo-
gize and pay monuey,” he said.
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