
! ; D li is the second sexual 
i I 
i harassmer~t  settlement that 

. local government has 
i ' : , , , agreed to in as many . 
; ' ' weeks. 

t , Two local government entrties u e  paying a 
I takd d $125,003 tu a forinrr puthc hausmg 
. 1 admmhator to settle her cIairn t ha t  two off- 

, duty Hwma FoLce of f i~prs  h s r ~ s x d  her sw- 

ually o m  a hvcyea pmod. 
Tt i~ the second E W ~  h x w m c n t  scttIc- 

mcnt that I x a l  g u v m i t  h s  agreed to in 
as many weeks 

The. long mnni-,g lawmit fled in lak J d y  
1997, was settled tentatitely at a prem set- 
tlement corferente in Sqtprnhe~ of t h i ~  *ar 
before US. w s t i a t e  Judge Lance M&. 
The dtd, h a s m ,  was u t  find+! untilyqo , 

weeks ago and court papws s e e k  to have it 
formally dismissed were filed last week, Doug 
Smlseri. Airs' attorney, said. 

Cheryl Ahs,  h u  husiand Midad, and 
their four rhiildrm will re r i ve  $90,0~ from 
AIvis's former employer, h e  Hourna Housing 

Att!a~ri&. - arid $35,000 frcm Teriebome 
P s i d l  ~ L ' V ~ L L U I . U I ~ .  The Hoaslng Authority 
p+"s premiums to a NewYorkinsurance com- 

pany and the p s k h  b self-in-med, m e a d  
l o d  tanpaya m n e y  dl pay b r  he parisk's 
We diTEctIy. Each side will pay irs own C O L ~  
?oh q d  $ttorncyFs W. 

C h q i  AIris's colrsin, Florence, Who also 
usm Sunsee's Ktw O~leans bm, settled 11 
days ago a s e p d ,  unrelated sexual h a s -  
m q t  lawsuit-agimt Parish Guncilman J.B. 
Elream fnt 57,500. 

Sunseri sdrl  c.at Cb+q7;1. Ahis' unshakable 
ttsOmony through five d;iys of trying depo5- 
tion3 more than 3nything spurred t h e  settle 

rnenr tak. 
'-lhe other sick r e h d  that she was a va? 

credible plainti8 and they did not want to take 
the hance cf a judge and jury swing that," 
Sunsui said 

Alvis' lawsuit allesed violacio~ of federal 
dvil riglts and state hws. 
Ahis started working at the Housbg 

bthonr;n in 1985. By the fit& of 1994, she 
had worked he r  my up to manag-. By the 
a d  of the yea ,  L t  Freddy Williams and later 
Capt I o k  Rice begar Iu nlake u r ~ w d ~ l k l l  
sexual comments and advuces. AIvis 
da~n~td. The Mo weremrlang s pr%ate secu- 
rity detail in Police Deparlment miforms 

when. the law~)it allegvs. 'hey engapd L> an 
abusivt course of conduct against Ah.is that 
induded inappropriate statements and jokes 
and in at least b n  instances, unwanted r~uch- ' 
ing and a s d  assault 
In a written statement Assistvlt Parish 

w o m ~ y  Dave Ncrman distaqed the parish 
from the degations agaiust W . l h n s  and 
Prirc. 

"?Ae two dKcers were working fa 45e 
50- Housing Author@ and- not for the 
?arish, but brcause they w m  we* the 
Unaorm of th? Houma P c h  D e p h r ~ t  ~ t -  
the time, they Fae th&w repretr.ti& 

. SEmLE, ca#tixua oa 6A 

the i~lkgrity of the department," 
Norman said. 'The parish bath disci- 
plined the two oficers and con- 
tributed to the settlement in a sec- 
oodiary role to the flourna Housing 
Authorivs primary position." 

Price has since resigned kom the 
Police D:.partment, and W~lliarns was 
demc h.o1n lieutmant to  a police 
ofiic irst class. Their attorney, 
Michaci :;curto, declned to comm?mt, 
On the settlement. 

.4ltempts to reach Housing 
,4uthority attorney Susan Ciade 
Friday a d  Monday were unswcesL 
ful. 

A 

I AIvis claimed that her camplaints to 
superiors feli on deaf ears and that the 
Housing Authority had no viable sex- 
ual harassment policy. 

Alma Scott, who was the assistant 
director of the Houma Housing 
Arithority when Alvis worked there, 
said her agency, a branch of the U.S. 
Dtpahent  of Housing and Urban 
Development, had a sexual harass- 
ment policy in place before the iaw- 
suit, but has made changes as a result 
of the litigation. 

Alvis is glad to have this behind her, 

I 
Sunseri mid. 

"Ii we wenr to triaI we could have 

un 

gotten more money, but Cheryl AIvis I 
didn't want to go through the night- 

I ma-e again,* he said. 
Wre most court settlements, nei- 

ther side is admitting t o  any liability 
or blame. But Sunseri said that's OK; I 
Actions speak louder than words. 

"I would raher people not apelo- 
f i e  and pay money," he said. 


