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M E T R O  

Jeff judge seals record on school rape allegation 
- 

Chief Judge Robert  Pitre of 

ba?~& from the ~ 4 t h  JU&"~I h t r i e t  court 
aIso barred The Times-Picayune i h a i n g  h ~ h e r  fig, i d e n w g  the teaeher or 
the acmser and her parents. 

W e  judges sometimes seal 
By Paul Purpura sensitive portions of court re- 

Wed Bank bureau 
CO&. it is ~ n ~ a w d  to allow the 

A state district judge in complete paperwork of a case to 

Gretna %day sealed the record be kept h m  the public. 

of a civil lawsuit that accuses a The extraordinary level ~ f s +  
former teacher and assistant creCYwasso~htby the rh- 
principal at Crescent City Bap T h e  gravity of these allega- 
tist School in Metairie of raping tiona could be very deh3mmtal" 
a juvenile student. I to the church-run school, said 

Ginger DcForest, an attornel: 
f o r  Crescent  Ci ty  Baptist  
Church. 

In addition to sealing the re- 
cord, she asked the j u d p  for a 
gag order barring participants 
from speaking publicly about 
the case. . 

Dawn Manxllo, an attorney 
for the girl's parents, also asked 
that the record be sealed to pre- 
vent the girl's identity from be- 
ing made public. But she op- 
posed the gag order. 

Lori Mince, an attorney for 

The Times-Picayune, said the 
newspaper will appeaI Pitre's 
order. 

The Times-Picayune gener- 
dly does I I D ~  publish the names 
of rape victims, but it often does 
iden@- people accqsed of rape. 

In court, Mince told Pitre that 
barring The Times-Picayune 
kom reporting the news would 
amount to a "clear prior re- 
straint" and a violation of the 
First Amendment, the state's 
Constitution and Ws counixy's 
long-staading commitment to  
open-court proceedings."' 

Mince suggested tha t  the  
judge could achieve the court's 
goals by unsealing the record 
but omitting the girl's name. 

Pitre declined to issue the re- 
quested gag order on the parti- 
cipants, siding with the girl's 
parents, the plaintiffs in the  
cme. 

The parents are identified 
only as John and Joan Doe in 
cowt d m e n t s .  

The former tearher has not 
been dtarged wiih a h e .  

The plaintiffs allege that their 

daugh te r ,  now 16, w a s  a ' 

13-year-old seventh-grader at : 
the school in 2002 when the 
teacher raped her in a storage 
room during lunch period and in 
a science laboratory, according 
to the lawsuit 

The former teacher ha3 since , 
been fired "due to dishonesty , 
about hjs academic qualifica- 
t i o n ~  and theft," according to 
documents fled by the plaintiffs : 
that were part of the public re 
cord before the  judge sealed 
them. 


