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Hurst returns — for now

Cornerback ends holdout but Patriots may attempt to trade him

By Frark Dell'Apa
GLOTLE 4TANT

SMITHFIRLD, RI, - Myurice Hurst ended his
holdout and repoﬁ.ed to the Patriots’ training eump at
Bryunt Callege yesterday, but the twam fa hoplng to
trade the cornerhack, secording to sources,

Should they bie unsuceesstul, Hurst, 25, will settle for
a one-year contract worth $4905,000 and placo himgelf or
the free agent market following the genson.

“Thiz ia a lose-lusa propo-
sition,” gald Hurst's agent,
Doug Supseri, "It i3 an un-
wise busineae proposition
This is the first year of a re-
bullding time for the Patri-
ots. So whal good {6 it to have
a veteran who is going to
play one yoar und lewve? In
fact, it's a disruption to have
someone ke that,

“Maurice is very dizap-
pointad, But if he i dizap-
gainted or distranght, it will
not be reflected on the {leld,
This will not he in hig think-
ing gnee he hita the fleld. But
after Jun, 2, he pucks his bags and he leaves New BEng-
land.” .

Hurst had aought a cortract worth 337 milllon for
thice years, including incentives should e be sclected
far All-Confarence or All-Pro Lewns. The Putriots origin-
ully affered $3.5 mil {on for three yoors, with no [neantive
clauses,

Bur the Matricts then changed thelr offer to Jaat
your's salary (400000 plus the minimum 10 percent
rdige.

“1f [ had any niding that negotiations would be ton-
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ducted {n this way, we would have taken the $700,000
that was on the table,” Sunserl said. “Tniorder t0 have 8
suceessiul organization, you dom't have to give every
pliyer what he wants Dut there has 1o be some give und
take,

“There ia wo bitterness as far os muking & business
decising, They're the neople with the pockatbook I fust-
find il an interesting way to trent someone who has given
them four guod years, Maurive wag onc of the outstands
Ang players ¢n 2 franchise that performed poorly, He
eame ol und played avary day when not everyone elso
did, anel he's haing penalized Yor a lot of poor results of
the franchise, Maurice had a bud breule - he wos & tp
perfariner for a hed franchise.”

The Patriots may ba reluctant to meet Hursh's temns
beaause he does not appear to exemplily the type of cor-
rerbrek thut coach Bil Parcells prefers. Parcells has
suid one of the Lest players he hus over soen 8 Reyma
Thompson, who started at cornerback in the Wum’s exhi-
bitjon season-opening 13.7 loss at San Diego Saturtay,
and who I8 blgger end stonger than Hurst and is also an
accomplished pofornimer on special taams,

Hurat's strengths are his speed and covering wbility,
rather thun versatility and an ability to disrupk running
attempts.

“The Putriote indieated before minicamp that money
wagn't going to be a problem,” Sunser suid, “If this is
what they wanted o do from the very beglnning, they
enuld have troded Maurice for & secand- or thivg-ryand

pick.

“Pareells gaid to Muuries prior m miniewng that if
you don't want to be heve, we'li wade you, Muurice auid
he would be thore if the money was fair. When we ure
talking fair, we are talking market value,

"Two years ago, we heard that nobody on a 415 toam
should make a lot of maney. But if everyane did thelr jub

23 well as Maurice, maybe they woyldn' heve had such a
bad recoxd.”




